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NATO COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT (NCoDe) LICENCE
Version 1.0, 24 March 2020

1. Scope
The Contributor hereby grants to the User and the latter hereby accepts, subject to the terms 
and conditions of this Licence Agreement, a non-exclusive, transferable, free of 
charge licence. 
By submitting a Contribution, the Contributor gives the User all rights to use, modify and 
distribute the Contribution among the members of the NCoDe Community.  
Every modification by the Contributor, the User or any other member of the NCoDe 
Community of a Contribution (including its source code) must be submitted to the NCoDe 
Community and upon such submission it becomes a Contribution itself.  

2. Distribution of a Contribution
Distribution of a Contribution to members of the NCoDe Community is governed by the 
Directive on Obtaining Software for NATO1. The User is free to share the (original or 
modified) Contribution with other NCoDe Community members. 
Distribution of a Contribution to entities that are not members of the NCoDe Community 
is subject to a licence agreement (no less strict than this Licence) between NCI Agency 
and that entity, and is governed by the Directive on the Release and Public 
Disclosure of NATO Software2. Additionally, release of Contributions to non-NATO entities is 
subject to the terms and conditions of the NATO Software Policy.  

3. Effective Date
The licences granted under this Licence with respect to any Contribution become effective for 
each Contribution on the date the Contributor first contributes such Contribution to the NCoDe 
Community. 

4. Responsibilities of the Contributor
The Contributor (which includes any User who modifies (part of) the Contribution and thereby 
becomes a Contributor himself) ensures and represents that it’s Contribution: 

1 AC/322-D(2020)0004-REV2 (INV)
2 AC/322-D(2019)0033-REV1 



2 of 4

Responsibility for (the consequences of) any breach of these obligations shall be borne by the 
respective contributor. 

5. Responsibilities of the User
The User ensures and represents that:

a. It shall use the Contribution in accordance with the terms and conditions of this Licence;
b. All modifications to the Contributions, including source code, shall be submitted to NCI

Agency to become a Contribution to the NCoDe Community;
c. Any transfer or disclosure of the Contribution to another authorised party shall be

accompanied by a copy of this Licence.

6. Required Notices
Each Contribution must contain a legal notice conform to paragraph 11.

7. Versions of the Licence
NCI Agency is the author of this licence document and may publish revised and/or new versions 
of this licence document from time to time.  Each version and revision will be given 
a distinguishing version number and will be published on the NCI Agency’s website3. 
Any member of the NCoDe Community may always use, distribute or otherwise make 
available the Contribution under the version of the Licence under it was contributed to 
the NCoDe Community unless the Contribution contains a notice prohibiting it from being 
distributed or otherwise made available under any subsequent version of the Licence. 

3 https://www.nato.ncia.int/NCoDe/ 

a. Includes the Contribution’s source code form;
b. Includes a legal notice conform to paragraph 11 to this Licence;
c. Does not infringe upon a third party’s intellectual property rights;
d. Is not subject to export control regulations;
e. Is not subject to licensing conditions limiting or conditioning use, modification, ownership

or disclosure of the Contribution;
f. Cannot be revoked after having been contributed.
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“Copyright [yyyy] NATO. Created by [creator]. Modified by [Contributor(s)]. 
Use of this software is subject to the terms of the NCoDe Licence, v. 1.0.  If a copy of 
the NCoDe Licence was not distributed with this file, you can 
obtain one at https://www.ncia.nato.int/NCoDe/v1.0/“. 

If it is not possible or desirable to put the notice in a particular file, then the Contributor may 
include the notice in a location (such as a LICENCE file in a relevant directory) where a recipient 
would be likely to look for such a notice. 

8. Termination
This Licence and the rights granted hereunder will terminate automatically if the Contributor 
fails to comply with terms herein and fails to cure such breach within 30 days of becoming 
aware of the breach. Provisions which, by their nature, must remain in effect beyond the 
termination of this Licence shall survive. 

9. Disclaimer of Warranty
The Contributor warrants that the Contribution does not infringe upon the intellectual property 
rights of any third party. The Contribution is provided under this Licence on an as-is basis, 
without warranty as to its functioning or fitness for purpose. This disclaimer of warranty 
constitutes an essential part of this Licence.  

10. Dispute Settlement
In case of disagreements, all disputes shall be resolved by consultation between the Parties 
and shall not be referred to any national or international tribunal or other third party for 
settlement. 

11. Source Code Form Licence Notice
To apply the NCoDe Licence to your work, attach the following notice to the Contribution’s 
source code (with the fields enclosed by brackets replaced with your own information). The text 
should be enclosed in the appropriate comment syntax for the file format.  
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12. Definitions
“NCoDe Community” means the NATO nations, bodies and agencies participating in the 
collective development of software. 
“Contributor” means the individual or entity that makes software or related products available 
under this Licence.  For legal entities, the entity making a Contribution and all other entities 
that control, are controlled by, or are under common control with that entity are considered to 
be a single Contributor. 
"Contribution" means any original works of authorship, including modifications or additions to 
an existing work that are the subject of this Licence.  
“User” means any member of the NCoDe Community. 
“The Purpose”: under the terms of this Licence, the Contributor provides software to the 
NCoDe Community for the purpose of further developing that software (and related products) 
in order to create better and more interoperable software solutions in support of 
NATO’s missions.  
To "modify" a work means to copy from or adapt all or part of the work in a fashion requiring 
copyright permission, other than the making of an exact copy.  The resulting work is called a 
"modified version" of the earlier work or a work "based on" the earlier work.  
“NATO” is the North Atlantic Treaty Organization and the bodies governed either by the 
Agreement on the status of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, National Representatives 
and International Staff, signed in Ottawa on 20th September, 1951 or by the Protocol on the 
status of the International Military Headquarters set up pursuant to the North Atlantic Treaty, 
signed in Paris on 28th August, 1952. 
“Original Software” means the first version of a work of software that has been contributed to 
the Community.  
“Source Code Form” means the form of the work required for making modifications. 
“Executable Form” means the form of the work that is capable of being executed or run as a 
program in a computer.   




